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the risk to residents in Town Mill and Kennet 
Place. Those investigations have now reached 
a stage where the EA is looking to form a 
partnership with Marlborough Town Council and 
Wiltshire Council to bring forward a scheme for 
a permanent fl oodwall scheme. The aim of the 
partnership is to jointly fund, along with DEFRA 
funding, the building of the wall, possibly as 
soon as 2012/13. 

The recommended scheme is to build a 
fl oodwall about ½ meter in height stretching 
from the Town Mill bridge to the old Ropeworks 
building. The Town Council were unanimous 
in their support for the partnership approach 
to tackle this problem.  There will be full public 
consultation on any scheme before any fi nal 
decisions are taken.

MADT Community Wi-Fi 
Marlborough Area Development Trust is 
developing a community Wi-Fi network for the 
area. The Wi-Fi system combines the services 
available from a number of different premises 
across the Marlborough area.  The system 
enables a free Wi-Fi service to be available in 
a large number of places, for anyone who lives, 
studies or works here or visits the Marlborough 
Area. 
 
MADT have been evaluating the system 
with test sites in Marlborough High Street at 
"The Food Gallery" coffee shop and at the 
Town Hall, and are now looking to roll out the 
system to as many premises as possible, as 
quickly as possible. They wish to encourage 
as many pubs, restaurants, coffee shops and 

This means that there is likely to be an election 
held to fi ll the vacancy in October. Look out 
for notices on either our website or notice 
boards for information. If anyone is interested in 
standing for election and wants to discuss what 
is involved in becoming a councillor feel free to 
contact either the council offi ce for information, 
or one of your local councillors. Contact details 
are listed on the website.

Planning Applications on Website
We have added a new feature to our website 
so that local residents can easily see what 
planning applications are being considered in 
the town. You will fi nd a link to a list of all current 
applications on the front page of the website, 
which links to the online details on the Wiltshire 
Council website showing all the plans and 
supporting documents. Here you can submit 
comments online using the facility.

Flood Alleviation Scheme
The January 2003 fl ooding will still be fresh in 
many residents’ memories. When the river burst 
its banks at Kennet Place, a number of houses, 
along with people’s possessions, were at risk 
of permanent damage or loss. Fortunately, 
due to the quick response of the emergency 
services, and residents actions, the damage 
was minimised.  There are also risks associated 
with snowmelt and frozen ground which caused 
large scale fl ooding in 1947 which cannot be 
overlooked.

Since the 2003 event, the Environment Agency 
has been investigating the causes of the 
fl ooding, and what can be done to minimise 

The New Greyhound
News from Marlborough Town Council 
Councillor Vacancy
The Mayor has received the resignation 
of Cllr Martin Houlden from the council. 
Martin was only on the council for about 
a year but during that time he made a 
valuable contribution to the council’s 
deliberations and he will be sadly missed. 
We wish him well on his ventures in 
Dorset. 
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other communal places (businesses, village 
halls, libraries, golf clubs etc) anywhere in 
the Marlborough Area to join the system. It 
is important to note that in line with MADT's 
remit to support development for the entire 
Marlborough Area, the system is designed to be 
used throughout all the 19 parishes.
Further details of this exciting venture 
are available from MADT at 
www.marlborougharea.org

Tourist Information Centre
As I indicated last month, the plans to reopen 
a Marlborough Tourist Information service have 
been put on hold so that we can put together 
plans for a more comprehensive service, rather 
than a rushed job which doesn’t meet people’s 
expectations. One of the key decisions to make 
over the coming months is where to base the 
service. A number of interesting ideas are 
coming forward such as converting the toilets in 
the George Lane car park, the Mayor’s parlour 
in the Town Hall, or even the cells of the Town 
Hall.  If you have any other ideas for the location 
of the TIC, please get in touch.

We have decided that this service should be 
run separately from the town council and so 
we will be establishing a separate community 
interest company to run the service. This will 
be a membership organisation and we would 
encourage anyone, businesses or residents, 
who have an interest in the success of the town 
to become members of the company. 

Public Rights of Way – Footpath 39
The precise line of Footpath 39 in Manton, 
which runs from the west of the village at 
the rear of properties in Manton High St and 
Bergamot Close before crossing the river at 
Manton Mill and emerging onto the Manton 
Road, has been a matter of much discussion 
and dispute over the years. 

As a result of discussions with the various 
landowners, a solution to the disputed route 
is being proposed by the re-routing of the line 
of the footpath. The new route will take the 
path along the field boundary to the rear of the 
properties in Manton High St, crossing the river 
in its current location, before crossing the river 
again on a new bridge into the Jubilee Fields 
recreation ground. 

Wiltshire Council is keen to hear views of the 
public on this new route by contacting them on 
rightsofway@wiltshire.gov.uk. The new route is 
displayed on our website or can be seen at the 
council office. 

Marlborough CAN network
The latest edition of the Marlborough 
Community Area newsletter published by 
Wiltshire Council is available at http://bit.ly/
nINCep In there you will find a round-up of the 
latest Wiltshire Council news and information 
about events taking place in the local area.
Transition Town meeting

The Transition Town meeting entitled “Surviving 
the Future” that I spoke about last month is 
scheduled to take place on 12 September at 
7:30pm. This interesting venture is about how 
we can all come together as a community to 
address collectively some of the problems 
facing the world, such as climate change, 
energy conservation and economic stagnation, 
at a local level. The www.transitionnetwork.org 
website will give some insights into the ideas 
behind Transition towns. As a small inducement 
to entice you to come along, there will be drinks 
served at the event, on a not for profit basis. I 
am keen to hear more details on this, and look 
forward to meeting you all on the evening.

Liam Costello
Town Clerk 

Comments and enquiries to the council are 
always welcome, you can contact us on:-
Tel: 01672 512487
Email: 
enquiries@marlboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk
Web: www.marlboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk


